INTERNATIONAL

D ear East Gates partner,

As we conclude this year together, we discover our lives can change
overnight. Although we are 2000 years removed from the time when
Yeshua (Jesus) walked this earth, his half-brother, James, was inspired
to write, “...you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.

For you are just a vapor that appears for a little while, and then
vanishes away (James 4:14).

Given all that has occurred over the past few years with the Covid
pandemic, natural disasters, mounting corruption and evils around
the world, our Chinese brothers and sisters are very cognizant of their
mortality but thanks to their Lord and Savior, Yeshua HaMashiach
(the Messiah), they’re even more aware of their immortality and
eternal future with Him when He brings heaven down to earth.

Chinese believers know the Age of Man is coming to an end. They
know their great calling as always, is to share and live out God’s Truth
to not only the next generation but with as many Chinese as they can.
They’ve shared how there is increasing spiritual darkness working
“out in the field.” One of Satan’s tactics is if he can’t speed you up, he
will slow you down. People are drained. Tired. Chinese pastors and
missionaries have shared with us that in this crazy day and age, people
want a Savior but not another Lord (master). They just want the prod-
uct but not the process. Regardless, they work tirelessly to share the
gospel. We receive many prayer requests like the one below.
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In November, our staff and Chinese
believers had prayer time at this small
House church. These believers have
gathered here for the past 20 years.

Local pastors and lay leaders continually
hold Bible studies and training sessions.

“

Sunday work is divided into three periods: morning, afternoon and evening. Sometimes I feel tired and
need prayers. In December, I will work in Zhejiang for two days and Shandong for three days. Addition-
ally, I need to prepare a sermon for each service and I have to prepare for a Christmas crusade. There are
two year-end revival gatherings and one year-end thanksgiving gathering in December. [1 Corinthians 15:58]
“Therefore, dear brothers, be strong and abound in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in

vain in the Lord.” ~ Pastor C
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PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM ~ Psalm 122:6

0ver the decades that we served in China, we noticed how our Chinese
brothers and sisters were not that aware of the prophecies concerning
Israel, the Land and the eternal covenant God made with Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. We found this fact to be true even within Chinese churches
in the U.S. It seemed most Chinese pastors believed that all the prom-
ises made to Israel and God’s chosen were now obsolete since Yeshua
had come and brought a “new covenant.” Therefore, the Church had
replaced Israel (i.e. Replacement Theology). In recent years, however,
more Chinese and American pastors have come to realize this teaching
is heresy. As Yeshua stated in Matthew 5:17: “Do not presume that I
came to abolish the Law or the Prophets, I did not come to abolish,

but to fulfill.” As world events unfold, with the epicenter being Israel,

they’re seeing the words of inspired major prophets such as Daniel, The 7 candlesticks on the golden lampstand
Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel come to life. They see these prophecies point to all of what Yeshua represents, has

link directly with the Book of Revelation. Old Testament passages and fulfilled and continues to fulfill.
7 Holy Festivals - Leviticus 23

symbols such as the golden lampstand in the Holy Temple, are no longer 5 ¢ pirits - Isaiah 112
obscure but are coming into far greater Light and meaning. East Gates 7 Churches - Revelation 2 & 3

continues to teach and help Chinese believers understand the WHOLE 7 Angels/Seals/Trumpets - Revelatio8:1-2

Bible, not just the New Testament. We see the fruits of this when we
receive prayer requests like the one below that came in two weeks ago
from a House Church pastor in Zhejiang Province.

‘

P ray for the war between Israel and Palestine, to take care of the people
who fled the war and the injured people and minimize the casualties. I also
pray that peace will come as soon as possible. If there will be many wars
before the Lord comes: [Matthew 24: 6-8] “And ye shall hear the wars and
rumors of wars, see that ye be not troubled for all these things must come to
pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earth-
quakes, in diverse places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.”

I hope what happens will come true according to the prophecies in the Bible.
During the war between Israel and Palestine, ask God to remember the
covenant He made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. As the mountains are
round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from hence-
forth even forever. Let people all over the world know that Jehovah is the just believe in miracles. We count
only God, and the God that the Jews believe in is the only God.” ~ Pastor W on the them!”
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In Israel, there a saying. “We don’t
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THEN HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, THE HARVEST IS PLENTIFUL, BUT THE WORKERS ARE FEW.
THEREFORE, PLEAD WITH THE LORD OF THE HARVEST TO SEND OUT WORKERS INTO HIS HARVEST.
~ Matthew 9:37-38 ~

]-'irnes have not changed in 2000 years. The harvest is still overly ripe and ready to glean but the workers are
still few. For many, one’s mission field may be one’s home or workplace but we must pray that more answer
the call to reach areas that are not for the faint-hearted; where there is great persecution, spiritual warfare and
loneliness. We received an update from a close House church pastor who asked for prayers (below). He gave
us an update on their mission work. In 2024, we will be assisting with his mission activities on multiple fronts.

Devout missionaries
like Pastor Y and his
prayer warriors take the
high ground and pray
over Lhasa, Tibet (left).
Churches continue to
ebb and flow amid
challenging and dark
times (right).
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P lease pray for more believers to be called into the missionary work. We have a missionary couple who
have been preaching in the Tibetan areas for seven or eight years through music. Tibetans love the beautiful
lyrics and melodies of the hymns and it’s a great way to share the gospel. It’s too difficult to go there now,
so I plan to visit them next April because seven young people there have already accepted the gospel. This
past July, I went to Guizhou Province. There is a missionary couple from Hangzhou who has been work-
ing with the local Buyi people for three years. Although they have experienced many difficulties, they found
that when someone becomes a believer, it influences more people to participate. The missionary couple also
introduced me to another missionary couple from Shandong Province who have been working in Yunnan and
Guizhou Provinces. I also met several young missionary couples and asked them what their biggest difficul-
ties were. One said: “When you are lonely, you can only humor yourself.” This sentence penetrated my heart
deeply. It reminded me how it has been more than 200 years since the gospel was introduced to China. In
the past ten years, there have been many people shouting we need more missionaries but in reality, few are
out there doing the real work. This is why our church communicates regularly with our co-workers who have
adopted the Buyi people. Together we actively participate in local missionary work, investing in the power
of the gospel near and far. We plan to conduct a short-term missionary activity every year and if financial and
material resources permit, we can support families who are on missionary assignments abroad. Each year, as
a church, we plan to donate 20% of our offerings for missionary work to various churches where the gospel is
proclaimed. This is a three-step process. We become fishers of men. We provide new believers with stepping
stones to take advantage of opportunities to grow in their faith through formation training.” ~ Pastor G
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AND LASTLY, THE NEXT GENERATION...

] n this last newsletter of the year, we’ve shared just a few of the many prayers and updates we receive
regularly from Chinese pastors and co-workers in the field. It’s just the tip of the iceberg. At times, the
amount of Kingdom work to be done and needs to be met seem overwhelming but with God ALL things are
possible. Last month, our staff met with Pastor M, a long time friend from Zhejiang, Province. We share
below an excerpt from a letter he wrote us expressing his vision of how to disciple the next generation.
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T oday, many churches in China are not unified or connected, so cultivating the next generation has

become a top priority. Thankfully, I know some young people who have a heart to train and serve the Lord.
The cost for a student’s semester tuition, room and board at a reputable seminary costs about 5,000 yuan
(US$700). I hope church members can help. Secondly, many pastors are around fifty years old now. They
have served faithfully for ten or twenty years but they are showing signs of age. Young people need fully
equipped and trained full-time teachers who can understand their rapidly changing culture and social envi-
ronment. To employ already qualified teachers that are between 25-40 years old will require paying for their
travel and teaching expenses, as well as working around their family and work schedules. In the new year I
will start to collect more information on qualified personnel and good training resources. I would like to start
with about 30 people. Please pray for us as we pray for you.” ~ Pastor M

We told Pastor M we would assist with their training needs the best we could and would
certainly covet his prayers because the US churches are not unified and quite disconnected
as well. As in China, the next generation is a most challenging demographic to reach.
Chinese missionaries who have come to the US are astonished at what has infiltrated our
country. They see all the signs of what they thought they had left back home. A Chinese
House church pastor who immigrated to the US over 20 years ago, highly recommended
every US citizen read the recently published, Maos America - A Survivor’s Warning.”

He said the handwriting is already on our walls. We shared how he must also read Dr. L.
Nelson Bell’s, While Men Slept, based on Yeshua’s parable of how the enemy sowed tares
among the wheat while the workers slept in the field (Matthew 13:24-30). Although
published back in 1970, it was recently reprinted. Dr. Bell’s admonition to the Church is
more relevant now than ever before. It can be found on our website at www.egmi.org.

A SURVIVOR’S WARNING

As we turn the corner into 2024, we want to thank our great God and all of you; for all
that has been accomplished this year through your faithful giving and priceless prayers.
Please continue to keep us in your prayers as we keep you in ours.

As we enter this season of Light and
miracles during the shortest days of the
year, we’re reminded that the Light of
the World came into our realm and
pierced the darkness but the darkness
was not able to overcome it (John 1:5).
Therefore, may we all continue to walk
in His Light-bearing authority and Truth
for His Kingdom glory!
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